
  
VILLAGE OF GLENCOE 

SUSTAINABILITY TASK FORCE 
 

Draft Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, February 23 26, 2020– 7:00-9:00 p.m. 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL  

Chairperson Gallagher called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. 
 
The following Task Force members were (virtually) present: 
Barney Gallagher, Chair 
Sandy Culver  
Lisa Fremont  
Hall Healy  
Helyn Latham 

Linda Lin 
Dudley Onderdonk 
Catherine Procopi 
Larry Reilly  
Jennifer Varela 

 
 The following task force members were not (virtually) present: 

 Ashley Kain Silver 
Peter Mulvaney  

 
 Also present were: 

Chris Leiner, Director of Parks and Maintenance  
 Megan Olson, Staff Liaison 
  

2. OPENING  
Chairperson Gallagher explained that Governor Pritzker suspended the procedural 
requirement of the Illinois Open Meetings Act that a quorum of a public body be 
physically present to conduct a public meeting, which meant that the GSTF will continue 
to hold virtual meetings until further notice. Additionally, due to the supplemental 
public participation rules approved by the Village Board in April 2020, the Chair 
explained that all members of the public should submit public comments via voicemail 
or email. Chairperson Gallagher asked Staff Liaison Megan Olson if there were any 
public comments that had been submitted before the meeting. No comments had been 
submitted.  

 
3. CONSIDERATION OF THE JANUARY 26 STF MEETING MINUTES    

Upon a motion made by Mr. Onderdonk and seconded by Ms. Varela and unanimously 
adopted by all those present by roll call vote, the meeting minutes for the January 26, 
2020 were approved. 

 
4. CONTINUATION OF MEMBERSHIP EXPANSION DISCUSSION 

The GSTF members continued their conversations from the previous two months 
regarding expansion of membership. The group agreed to the expectations of a New 
Tier middle school student representative as well as updates to the student task force 
membership application, which Ms. Latham agreed to forward to the school district. The 
group continued discussion of adding one more member from the business community, 
and Chairperson Gallagher announced that a member of the community had recently 
asked for an application for membership.  

 



 
 

 
 

5. BLOG SCHEDULE 
The task force planned blog post assignments and topics for the March, April, May, June 
and July. The 2020/2021 GSTF Blog Post Schedule document has been updated 
accordingly and included in the March 23, 2021 agenda packet. 

 
6. DATA INDICATORS 

Staff liaison Ms. Olson presented Village wide data on electric and water usage, as well 
as refuse and recycling rates. National average usage and rates were compared to 
Glencoe statistics and Ms. Olson explained some of the limitations using the national 
numbers as a benchmark. The task force discussed alternative methods of calculating the 
data to minimize limitations and possible explanations for anomalies in the data. The 
task force plans to use this information to track community progress towards its priority 
visions and goals.  

 
7. SHARED FOLDER OVERVIEW 

Ms. Olson reminded the task force that a link to an online shared folder had been 
created for the task force to house documents such as the blog, events, and webinar 
schedules as well as folders for subcommittee work. Ms. Olson promised to resend the 
link the following day to any task force member who make have missed the link and 
that a member should contact her if they have any technical difficulties with the site.  

 
8. SUBCOMMITTEE ACTION PLAN POLICY QUESTION DISCUSSION 

Chairperson Gallagher lead a discussion on policy questions that arose from the plan 
action document. There is some question is the Village would have the authority to 
implement some of the policies being proposed for further research in the action plan 
objectives. As which, Chairperson Gallagher is gathering a list of questions that can be 
reviewed by the Village legal council and asks that any additional questions that the task 
force may have are submitted to him by the next task force meeting. Mr. Healy asked if 
the task force should be recommending Village Board codification of some of the polices 
or encourage residents to choose sustainable actions through community education.  
Chairperson Gallagher stated that the purpose of this exercise is to simply see if the 
Village, especially as a non-home rule community, had the authority before task force 
member effort is expended to research best practices or the policies of surrounding 
communities and that Mr. Healy’s point is still a position that the task force would need 
to decide. 

 
9. SUBCOMMITEE PLANNING DOCUMENT 

A. Carbon Emission Reduction: Mr. Reilly discussed possible Carbon Emission 
Reduction strategies, including kilowatt usage reading devices to lend at the 
Library, an energy audit for the Village, and Friday “ride-days” at the school to 
bring awareness to the Active Transportation Plan and Safe Routes to School. 

B. Green Lawns: Mr. Healy and Ms. Latham discussed the Impeccable Bird of 
Glencoe Campaign which is to kickoff in May and revealed a draft of the 
campaign poster. Mr. Healy hope this campaign could be a springboard for more 
conversations about the importance of biodiversity in the community.  

C. Public Awareness: This group had some questions about upcoming GSTF events 
to help get the word out to the community. The possibility of a separate GSTF 



 
 

 
 

newsletter was also discussed along with questions about the Village policy for 
posting on the social media site Nextdoor.  

D. Recycling and Waste Reduction: This subcommittee discussed the Beach Clean-Up 
Day as well as a possibly waste receptacle pilot program at the Glencoe Park 
District Beach. Ms. Olson also provided updates for the Donate and Recycle 
Drop-Off Event on May 15, the IL EPA Household Hazardous Waste Collection 
Event on June 12, and the SWANCC Paper Shredding and Electronic Recycling 
Event on June 19. The Village also signed the contract with Simple Recycling, 
which had been a recommendation of the GSTF in the fall of 2020. The program 
is currently expected to start in the spring.   

E. Sustainable Businesses: Mr. Healy reported that the subcommittee is planning to 
have focus group conversations with local business owners to better understand 
their sustainability initiatives and barriers and to discuss how the task force 
could partner with them. 

F. Water Conservation:  
 

10. GLENCOE COMMUNITY BOARD AND COMMITTEE UPDATES (AS NEEDED) 
A. Plan Commission: Mr. Onderdonk reported that the GSTF had made an EcoDistricts 

presentation to the Plan Commission and that it was well received. 
B. Library: Ms. Lin reported that the Glencoe Public Library had approved an LED light 

replacement and that the payoff was expected to occur in as little as 1.5 years. The 
Library is also undergoing an update to their strategic plan and she and Mr. 
Gallagher are discussing ways that the Library could incorporate EcoDistrict 
concepts into the Plan. 

C. Park District: Mr. Onderdonk reported that the Park District continues work on the 
Takiff Center and that an energy efficient HAV had been installed.  

 
11. OTHER BUSINESS 

Mr. Healy reported that local Go Green groups, the green teams of several faith 
communities, and the League of Women Voters of Winnetka-Northfield-Kenilworth had  
teamed up to sponsor an online viewing of the documentary From Understanding to 
Action, Ending Plastic Pollution, exploring how plastic pollution began and where our 
disregarded plastic goes through the end of February. There was no other business 
brought before ethe GSTF.  
 

12. PUBLIC COMMENT TIME 
Ms. Olson reported that no public comments were received during the GSTF meeting. 

 
13. CLOSING FAREWELL AND ADJOURN 

Then there being no further business to come before the Sustainability Task Force, a 
motion was made to adjourn and was unanimously adopted by all those present, the 
meeting was adjourned at 9:07 p.m.      
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